Boeing E-4B Nightwatch: The" Doomsday Plane"
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News Context: Its appearance in Los Angeles (Jan 2026) signaled heightened US nuclear readiness amidst global
geopolitical tensions.

e Role: The E-4B serves asthe National Airborne Operations Center (NAOC). It isaflying command post

designed to withstand a Nuclear Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP).

Why " Doomsday"” ? It isintended to carry the US President, Secretary of Defense, and the Joint Chiefs of

Staff during a nuclear war or national emergency where ground-based command centers are destroyed.

Key Features:

EMP Shielding: Protects all onboard el ectronics from radiation.

Aerial Refueling: Can stay airborne for afull week.

Thermal Guarding: Specialized skin to deflect heat from nuclear blasts.

e Wholistic Insight: This highlights the concept of Nuclear Command, Control, and Communications
(NC3). Itsmovement is often a "strategic signal” to adversaries of a nation's ability to maintain command
during a "decapitation strike."
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