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Why isin news? Jammu to pioneer India's first Cannabis Medicine Project

‘Cannabis Research Project’ of CSIR-I1IM Jammu isafirst of itskind in India initiated under the leadership of
Prime Minister, in Private Public Partner ship with a Canadian firm, which has a great potential to put substance
of abuse for the good of mankind especially for patients suffering from neuropathies, cancer and epilepsy.

This project of CSIR-11IM is also important from the perspective of Atma- Nirbhar Bharat as after getting al the
approvals, it will be able to produce export quality drugs meant for different kinds of neuropathies, diabetic
pains etc.

J& K and Punjab are affected by drug abuse, this kind of project will spread awareness that this substance of
abuse has diverse medicinal uses especially for the patients suffering from malignancies and other diseases.

The signing of scientific agreement between CSIR-I1IM and IndusScan was historic not only for J&K but for
whole of Indiaasit has the potential to produce those kinds of medicines which have to be exported from foreign
countries.

CSIR-I1IM isthe oldest scientific research institutein India with the history of discovering mint way back in
1960s, the centre of purple revolution and now the Cannabis Research Project of CSIR-111M is going to make it
more prestigious in terms of scientific research in India.

Cannabisis awonder plant from which FDA has approved the drugs such as Marilnol/nabilone and Cesamet for
treatment of nausea and vomiting, Sativex for neuropathic pain and spasticity, Epidiolex, Cannabidiol for epilepsy
and being used elsewhere in countries.

In J&K, the license was granted to CSIR-111M, Jammu for research and protected cultivation and upon permission
of GMP manufacturing, the rest of pre-clinical and clinical studies would be completed.

The scientists of the institute are working in different directions to provide the end-to-end technology for Cannabis
cultivation, drug discovery with emphasis on disease conditions like pain management in cancer and epilepsy.

Cannabis Cultivation:

Cannabisrefers to agroup of three plants with psychoactive properties, known as Cannabis sativa, Cannabis
indica, and Cannabisruderalis.

Cannabis is made up of more than 120 components, which are known as cannabinoids but experts have a pretty
good understanding of two of them, known as cannabidiol (CBD) and tetrahydrocannabinol (THC).

The Mexican term ‘marijuana’ isfrequently used in referring to cannabis leaves or other crude plant material in
many countries.

The unpollinated female plants are called hashish. Cannabis oil (hashish oil) is a concentrate of cannabinoids
obtained by solvent extraction of the crude plant material or of the resin.
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CSIR-Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine isthe pioneer in the Cannabis resear ch and obtained the first

licensefor cultivation in the country.

In Indiafarming of cannabis has been legalised in Uttarakhand, and controlled cultivation of cannabisisalso
being done in some districts of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.

Legal Provisionsin India:

The central law that deals with cannabis (weed or marijuana) in Indiais the Nar cotic Drugs and Psychotropic

Substances Act, of 1985.

The NDPS Act prohibits the sale and production of cannabis resin and flowers, but the use of |eaves and seeds of

the cannabis plant is permitted

The states have the power to regulate and form the state rules for it.
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The Pros...
@ Will eliminate illegal trade and associated crimes

@ Taxing cannabis will increase
government’s revenue

@ Will reduce drug stigma and open up discussion
on responsible use

@ Cannabis has both medicinal and industrial
benefits; hemp makes for great fibre

@ Will help create jobs for local producers

® Will enable quality control laws to be enacted for
cannabis, preventing its adulteration with more
harmful chemicals

@ Prohibition has failed to control the use and
domestic production of cannabis
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needs to
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... and the Cons

® Could lead to increased usage; cannabis is not
entirely free of risks and studies have shown
repeated usage mimics the patterns of addiction
to other drugs

@ Cannabis psychosis is a growing medical probler
and without laws to regulate overconsumption its
prevalence could further increase

® The black market for cannabis, especially of low
grade products, is so well-established that a simpl
decriminalisation won't eradicate poor quality goot
® There have been recorded instances of cannabis
dependency to cope with stress; cannabis use

has also become a stepping stone to refined
drugs sometimes
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