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Delhi High Court Explains- When a Granddaughter
Can Get Full Ownership of Property Under Hindu
Succession Law
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What Wasthe Case About

A granddaughter was given property by her grandfather.

She was allowed to use the property only during her lifetime (called alife interest).

Her uncles received full ownership, so she went to court asking for complete ownership rights.
Main Legal Question

Can alimited right given to awoman become full ownership under the HindSuccession Act?

The court had to decide whether the gift was just a new restricted right or linked to her right to maintenance and
support.

What the Law Says (Simple Idea)

Usually, the law says a woman becomes full owner of property she possesses.

But if agift clearly givesonly limited rights, full ownership may not apply.

Courts check whether the property was given to fulfil an existing duty of care or maintenance.
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What the Court Observed

The granddaughter was dependent and needed support after her father’ s death.

A family’smoral duty to support a dependent child can become alegal duty.

So, the limited property right might actually relate to her maintenance, which could allow full ownership.
About Time Limit for Filing the Case

The other heirs said the case was too late.

The court said the time starts when her rights are challenged, not from 1956.
Therefore, the case can still be heard.

Why This Decision Matters

Women with limited property rights may still claim full ownership in some situations.
Courtslook at family responsibility, dependency, and fairness, not just the written gift.

The ruling strengthens protection of women'’s property rights under Indian law.
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