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Recent Developments:

On 4 September 2026, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully launched the EOS-
05 Earth Observation Satellite aboard GSLV-F17 from the Second Launch Pad of the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre, Sriharikota.
EOS-05 is India’s first imaging satellite designed to operate from a geosynchronous orbit, marking a
major expansion of India’s Earth-observation capabilities.
The approximately 2,367-kg satellite was injected into its intended Sub-Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit,
after which onboard propulsion and orbital manoeuvres will enable it to reach its operational orbit.
The mission is the 19th flight of the GSLV, and its success strengthens confidence in India’s indigenous
cryogenic launch-vehicle capability after earlier GSLV setbacks.

Why is EOS-05 Important?

A New Generation of Earth Observation:

Conventional Earth-observation satellites generally operate from Low Earth Orbit (LEO) or Sun-
synchronous Polar Orbit, allowing high-resolution imaging but requiring repeated passes over a particular
region.
EOS-05 introduces a different operational model by using geosynchronous orbit for frequent observation of
a large geographical area.
A geosynchronous orbit has an orbital period equal to Earth’s rotational period, whereas a geostationary
orbit is a special geosynchronous orbit that is circular, equatorial and appears fixed over one point on Earth.
EOS-05’s inclined orbital configuration means that the more precise term is geosynchronous, rather than
strictly geostationary.
Its high-altitude vantage point is intended to enable persistent and frequent observation of the Indian
landmass and surrounding areas, thereby reducing the temporal gaps associated with conventional low-orbit
observation systems.

Imaging and Data Capabilities:

EOS-05 is designed as a geo-imaging satellite with advanced optical sensing capabilities, including Visible
and Near-Infrared (VNIR) and Short-Wave Infrared (SWIR) bands.
Its imaging architecture supports frequent observations over large areas, which can complement the
higher-resolution but less frequent observations obtained from many LEO Earth-observation satellites.
Such observations can support agriculture, forestry, environmental monitoring, disaster management
and strategic surveillance.
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Frequent imagery can improve the monitoring of rapidly changing phenomena such as cyclones, floods,
cloud systems, forest fires and other environmental events.
The mission therefore represents a shift from merely obtaining periodic imagery towards high-frequency
and persistent Earth observation.

Strategic Significance:

Disaster Management:

EOS-05 can strengthen India’s disaster-management architecture by providing frequent wide-area imagery
during rapidly evolving natural disasters.
Timely satellite imagery can support situational awareness, damage assessment, relief planning and post-
disaster reconstruction.
The capability can complement existing systems based on meteorological satellites, radar satellites, aerial
platforms and ground-based observations.

Agriculture and Natural Resources:

Repeated observation can support crop monitoring, vegetation assessment, land-use mapping and
agricultural planning.
Multispectral and infrared observations can provide information about vegetation and surface characteristics
that cannot be obtained from ordinary visible-light imagery alone.
The data can contribute to precision agriculture, drought assessment, forest monitoring and natural-
resource management.

National Security:

Persistent observation can strengthen strategic surveillance and situational awareness across India’s
territory and surrounding maritime areas.
Frequent imagery can supplement existing terrestrial, aerial and space-based surveillance systems.
The mission demonstrates the increasing convergence of space technology and national security,
particularly as satellite imagery becomes an important component of modern intelligence and surveillance
architectures.

Significance for India’s Earth Observation Programme:

Complementing Existing Satellite Systems:

India already operates a diversified Earth-observation constellation involving optical, radar, meteorological
and ocean-observation satellites.
The successful NISAR mission, launched by GSLV-F16 in July 2025, added advanced microwave imaging
through jointly developed L-band and S-band Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) technology.
EOS-05 adds a complementary capability by focusing on frequent geosynchronous imaging, thereby
expanding the temporal dimension of India’s Earth-observation architecture.
The combination of LEO, polar, sun-synchronous and geosynchronous platforms can provide a more
comprehensive national Earth-observation system.

GSLV-F17 and Indigenous Cryogenic Technology:

Importance of GSLV:

GSLV is a three-stage launch vehicle using a solid first stage, liquid strap-on propulsion and an
indigenous cryogenic upper stage.
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It is designed primarily to place approximately 2,000-kg-class spacecraft into Geosynchronous Transfer
Orbit (GTO).
GSLV-F17 successfully demonstrated the capability to inject EOS-05 into its required Sub-GTO trajectory.
The successful performance of the cryogenic upper stage is particularly significant because cryogenic
propulsion involves extremely low-temperature propellants and complex turbomachinery, making it
technologically demanding.
The mission consequently strengthens India’s capability to undertake increasingly complex geosynchronous
satellite launches using indigenous technology.

Lessons from Earlier Missions:

The mission also carries significance because the earlier GSLV-F10/EOS-03 mission in August 2021 was
unsuccessful due to an anomaly involving the cryogenic upper stage.
EOS-05 therefore represents an important technological follow-up to the earlier attempt to establish India’s
dedicated geosynchronous imaging capability.
The successful GSLV-F17 mission demonstrates the importance of incremental technological
development, failure analysis and reliability improvement in complex space programmes.

Growing Role of the Private Space Sector:

Industry Participation:

The EOS-05 mission also illustrates the growing participation of Indian private industry in the national
space programme.
Ananth Technologies contributed critical avionics, electronics and spacecraft subsystems to both the launch
vehicle and EOS-05.
The company supplied 28 hardware packages for GSLV-F17 and 15 systems for the EOS-05 spacecraft,
including power-management systems, onboard computers and star-sensor systems.
Such participation indicates a gradual transition from a predominantly government-led space programme
towards a broader space ecosystem involving public institutions and private enterprises.

IN-SPACe and Space-Sector Reforms:

Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) plays an important role in
enabling private-sector participation in India’s space activities.
Greater participation by private firms can expand manufacturing capacity, technology development,
launch services, satellite applications and downstream space services.
This ecosystem can allow ISRO to devote greater attention to advanced research, planetary exploration,
human spaceflight and strategic missions, while industry increasingly undertakes commercial and
manufacturing activities.

Challenges and Way Forward:

Key Challenges:

India needs to improve the reliability, frequency and cost-effectiveness of its launch systems while
developing greater capacity for heavy-payload missions.
Earth-observation capabilities must increasingly integrate optical, hyperspectral, infrared and Synthetic
Aperture Radar data for comprehensive applications.
Effective use of satellite data also requires stronger data-processing infrastructure, artificial intelligence,
geospatial analytics and last-mile delivery systems.
India must simultaneously address concerns relating to space debris, orbital congestion, cybersecurity and
protection of critical space assets.
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Way Forward:

India should develop an integrated Earth-observation architecture combining LEO, polar and
geosynchronous satellites according to specific temporal and spatial requirements.
Greater public-private collaboration should be promoted in satellite manufacturing, launch services, data
analytics and downstream applications.
Satellite data should be integrated with GIS, Artificial Intelligence, disaster-management platforms and
agricultural decision-support systems.
Indigenous development of launch vehicles, propulsion systems, sensors and spacecraft electronics should
remain central to India’s objective of achieving greater strategic autonomy in space.

Value Addition for UPSC:

Key Concepts to Remember:

EOS-05: India’s first imaging satellite designed to operate from Geosynchronous Orbit.
Launch Vehicle: GSLV-F17, the 19th GSLV flight.
Launch Site: Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota.
Launch Date: 4 September 2026.
Initial Orbit: Sub-Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (Sub-GTO).
Major Applications: Disaster management, agriculture, forestry, environmental monitoring and strategic
surveillance.

1

Kamaraj IAS Academy
Plot A P.127, AF block, 6 th street, 11th Main Rd, Shanthi Colony, Anna Nagar, Chennai, Tamil Nadu 600040
Phone: 044 4353 9988 / 98403 94477 / Whatsapp : 09710729833


