I|ndia—Brazil Strategic Partnership Deegpensthrough
Digital Cooperation, Trade, Energy, Defence and
Global South Coordination

Recent Developments:

e India and Brazil have reaffirmed their commitment to deepening bilateral cooperation in
telecommunications and Information and Communication Technologies (1CTs), reflecting the growing
importance of digital technologiesin their strategic partnership.

¢ India—Brazil engagement has expanded beyond traditional trade and diplomacy into digital transfor mation,
artificial intelligence, renewable ener gy, agriculture, defence, space, health and intellectual property.

e The two countries have al'so maintained high-level political engagement through BRICS, G20, IBSA and
other multilateral platforms, providing an institutional foundation for coordination on global governance
and Global South priorities.

India—Brazil Relations: Historical and Strategic Context:

Diplomatic Foundations:

e Indiaand Brazil established diplomatic relationsin 1948, and their relationship was elevated to a Strategic
Partner ship in 2006.

e The partnership is based on shared commitments to multilateralism, democratic values, inclusive
economic growth, development cooper ation and greater representation of developing countries.

e Several Joint Working Groups and institutional mechanisms facilitate cooperation in specific sectors,
allowing bilateral commitments to be transated into sustained engagement.

Trade and Economic Relations:

e Brazil isan important economic partner for Indiain Latin America, with bilateral trade reaching
approximately $12.2 billion in 202425, according to the figures provided in the source material.

e Indian exportsto Brazil were approximately $6.77 billion, highlighting the significant but still expandable
scope of bilateral commercial relations.

e The Trade Monitoring Mechanism provides an institutional framework for identifying trade barriers,
addressing bottlenecks and facilitating greater bilateral commerce.

e The economic relationship has considerable potential in phar maceuticals, agriculture, automobiles,
machinery, chemicals, information technology, energy and processed food.

Major Areas of Bilateral Cooperation:

Defence and Security Cooperation:

e Indiaand Brazil signed a Defence Cooperation Agreement in 2003, establishing aformal framework for
defence engagement.
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The Joint Defence Committee functions as an institutional mechanism for consultations and cooperation in
defence matters.

A Strategic Dialogue mechanism established in 2006 enables the two countries to discuss regional and
global security concerns.

Cooperation is further supported by an Extradition Treaty, Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty in Criminal
Mattersand Agreement on Transfer of Sentenced Per sons.

Counter-terrorism cooperation has gained additional importance, with the two countries strengthening
coordination against international terrorism and transnational organised crime.

Space Cooperation:

e Indiaand Brazil signed a Framework Agreement on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spacein 2004, creating a
basis for ingtitutional cooperation between their space agencies.

e Cooperation includes satellite tracking, space-related data sharing and other peaceful applications of
space technology.

e Space cooperation can support agriculture, disaster management, environmental monitoring, climate
resear ch and r esour ce mapping.

Digital Technology and | CT Cooperation:

¢ Recent emphasis on telecommunications and | CT s reflects the emergence of digital transformation asa
new pillar of India—Brazil relations.

e Cooperationindigital publicinfrastructure, artificial intelligence, digital governance and emerging
technologies can create opportunities for knowledge exchange between two large devel oping economies.

e Indias experience with digital public infrastructure and scalable digital services and Brazil's
technological capabilities can support collaborative solutions for the Global South.

Energy and Biofuels:

e Indiaand Brazil are major proponents of biofuels and ener gy transition, particularly because both possess
substantial agricultural resources and large domestic energy markets.

e Both countries were among the founding participants in the Global Biofuels Alliance, launched during the
G20 Summit in 2023 to accelerate global adoption of biofuels and related technol ogies.

e Indias experience with ethanol blending and Brazil's extensive sugar cane-based ethanol ecosystem provide
opportunities for technology transfer, investment and policy coordination.

e Cooperation in biofuels can simultaneously advance ener gy security, agricultural incomes, emissions
reduction and rural development.

India—Brazil Cooperation in Global Gover nhance:

Reform of the United Nations Security Council:

e Indiaand Brazil support comprehensive reform of the United Nations Security Council, including
expansion of both permanent and non-permanent categories.

e Both countries argue that global institutions should better reflect the contemporary distribution of
economic and political power and provide greater representation to developing regions.

e Their cooperation is particularly significant because India represents South Asia, while Brazil represents
Latin America, allowing them to articulate complementary demands for greater Globa South representation.

Global South Cooperation:
e Indiaand Brazil advocate reforms in institutions such as the United Nations, I nternational M onetary Fund

and World Bank to make global governance more representative and responsive to developing countries.
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e Their partnership demonstrates the importance of South—South cooper ation in addressing development,
climate, food security, technology and financial governance.

e Both countries supported greater participation of developing countriesin international decision-making,
including through their engagement in BRICS and G20.

Multilateral Platforms;

e Indiaand Brazil cooperate through BRICS, G20, IBSA, G4, International Solar Alliance and Global
Biofuels Alliance, along with broader multilateral institutions such as the United Nations, World Trade
Organization, UNESCO and World Intellectual Property Organization.

e The IBSA Dialogue Forum is particularly important because it brings together three major democracies
from Asia, Africaand Latin America and provides a platform for South—South cooperation.

e The consecutive G20 presidencies of India, Brazil and South Africa during 20232025 created additional
opportunities for policy continuity on inequality, sustainable development and Global South priorities.

Emerging Areas of Strategic Conver gence:

Climate Change and Tropical Forests:

e Brazil's position as amajor tropical forest country and India's emphasis on climate justice, sustainable
development and renewable ener gy create opportunities for cooperation on environmental governance.

e Indiacan support Brazilian initiatives on forest conservation and climate finance, while Brazil's experience
in sustainable bioeconomy and tropical forest management offers useful lessons.

e Cooperation can strengthen the voice of developing countries in debates concerning climate finance,
technology transfer, adaptation and common but differentiated responsibilities.

Food Security:

e Indiaand Brazil are major agricultural producers with complementary strengthsin food production,
agricultural technology, livestock, biofuels and agr o-processing.

e Their cooperation can contribute to addressing global challenges related to food security, hunger,
agricultural productivity and resilient food systems.

e Brazil's support for international efforts against hunger and poverty provides additional scope for
coordination with India's experiencein food distribution and social protection systems.

Health and Pharmaceuticals:

e Indiaand Brazil possess important capabilities in phar maceuticals, vaccines and public health, creating
opportunities for joint research and affordable healthcare solutions.

e Cooperation in tropical diseases, vaccine development, phar maceutical manufacturing and health
technologies can strengthen health security across the Global South.

e Greater pharmaceutical cooperation can also contribute to strategic health autonomy and reduce excessive
dependence on concentrated global supply chains.

Science, Technology and Innovation:

e Joint research in artificial intelligence, quantum technologies, biotechnology, renewable energy and
advanced digital systems can promote technological self-reliance.

e Scientific cooperation can be particularly valuable for developing countries because it combines innovation
capacity with development-oriented applications.

e The 2025 agreements covering digital transformation and intellectual property provide an institutional
foundation for expanding this technological partnership.
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Challengesin India—Brazil Relations:

Trade Barriersand Limited Economic | ntegration:

e Despite considerable economic potential, bilateral trade remains below the level that could be expected from
the size of the two economies.

e Tariff barriers, non-tariff measures, regulatory differences and market-accessrestrictions can limit
trade and investment.

o Greater diversification of the trade basket is required to reduce excessive dependence on alimited number of
commodities and manufactured products.

Connectivity Constraints:

e The geographical distance between South Asia and South Americaincreases transportation costs, delivery
times and logistical complexity.

e Limited direct air and maritime connectivity constrains business exchanges, tourism and people-to-people
contact.

e Improved shipping routes, logistics cooperation and commercial connectivity are therefore essential for
expanding economic relations.

Divergent Regional Priorities:

e Brazil's strategic outlook is strongly influenced by L atin American integration and its position in the
Western Hemispher e, whereas Indias priorities include its neighbour hood and the I ndo-Pacific.

e These different geographical priorities can create variations in strategic cal cul ations despite broad
convergence on multilateral issues.

Competition and Strategic Autonomy:

e Both countries aspire to greater influence in international institutions and seek stronger representation in
global decision-making.

e This can occasionally generate competitive dynamics, particularly regarding positions in multilateral
institutions.

e Differencesin relations with major powers may also affect strategic coordination, although both India and
Brazil broadly value strategic autonomy and diver sified partner ships.

Way Forward:

Deepening Economic Partnership:

e Indiaand Brazil should work towards reducing tariff and non-tariff barriers, improving regulatory
transparency and expanding trade in pharmaceuticals, automobiles, agricultural products, machinery, digital
services and renewable energy.

e The Trade Monitoring M echanism should be used more effectively to identify persistent barriers and
facilitate time-bound solutions.

e Greater use of local currencies and innovative financing mechanisms could reduce transaction costs and
strengthen economic resilience.

Strengthening Connectivity and Mobility:

e Better maritime, air and logistics connectivity should be devel oped to reduce the geographical constraints
affecting bilateral commerce.
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e Simplified visa procedures, expanded educational exchanges and stronger tourism linkages can improve
people-to-peoplerelations.

Expanding Technology Partnerships:

e Cooperation should move from agreements to joint projectsin artificial intelligence, telecommunications,
digital public infrastructure, space, biotechnology and quantum technology.

e Joint research ingtitutions and industry partnerships can convert technological cooperation into commercialy
scalable solutions.

Consolidating Global South Leadership:

e Indiaand Brazil should coordinate positions on UNSC refor m, international financial institutions, climate
finance, food security, sustainable development and technology access.

e Their partnership can serve as amodel of issue-based South—South cooperation in an increasingly
multipolar international system.

Conclusion:

e India—Brazil relations have evolved from conventional diplomatic engagement into a multidimensional
Strategic Partner ship encompassing trade, defence, space, digital technology, energy, agriculture, health
and global governance.

e The partnership is particularly significant because India and Brazil are major Global South economies with
complementary capabilities and shared interests in reforming international institutions.

e The next phase should focus on converting political convergence into greater trade, stronger connectivity,
technology partnershipsand coor dinated multilateral action.

Value Addition for UPSC:

Prelims Pointers:

e Diplomaticrelations: 1948.

Strategic Partnership: 2006.

Defence Cooperation Agreement: 2003.

Framework Agreement on Peaceful Uses of Outer Space: 2004.

Strategic Dialogue mechanism: 2006.

Global Biofuels Alliance: Launched in 2023 during the G20 Summit, with India and Brazil among its
founding participants.

Major multilateral groupings: BRICS, G20, IBSA, G4, International Solar Alliance and Global
Biofuels Alliance.

Mains Question:

“India—Brazil relations have acquired increasing strategic significance amid the emer gence of a multipolar
world order. Examine the opportunities and challengesin transfor ming this partner ship into a stronger
pillar of India’s Global South engagement.”
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