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The first-ever European Legal Gateway Office was inaugurated in New Delhi, India, marking a significant
milestone in India–European Union (EU) strategic cooperation.

Objective of the Initiative

The office aims to facilitate safe, legal and well-informed migration and mobility for Indian students, researchers
and professionals — especially in the Information and Communication Technology (ICT) sector — to EU member
states by providing clear information on mobility pathways, skill and qualification requirements.

It will serve as a one-stop hub helping Indian talent understand work, study and research opportunities across all 27
EU Member States and streamline engagement with EU employers and institutions.

Why It Matters

The initiative translates political agreements from the 16th India–EU Summit and the Comprehensive Framework
for Cooperation on Mobility into operational action.

It reflects the growing depth, maturity and confidence in India–EU strategic partnership, including cooperation on
trade, security, mobility and talent flows.

India’s young population and expanding skills base — especially in digital, scientific and emerging technologies —
positions it as a major contributor to global talent pools.

About the European Legal Gateway Office
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The European Legal Gateway Office operates through three pillars:

Gateway Office in India – Provides information and engagement on the ground.

Support Office in the EU – Coordinates with EU stakeholders and employers.

Digital Tool – A one-stop online hub offering guidance on visas, work permits and qualifications for mobility to
EU countries.

Context in India–EU Relations

The initiative was announced at the 16th India–EU Summit held on 27 January 2026 in New Delhi, where both
sides agreed on major cooperation frameworks, including mobility and talent engagement.

The EU and India are negotiating a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) — described as a key pillar of economic ties —
which is expected to further integrate trade, investment and movement of skilled professionals between the two
regions.

Strategic Importance

The European Legal Gateway Office has symbolic and practical significance as the first such office the EU has
established in a partner country and signals deeper cooperation on migration, talent mobility and skills
development.

It aligns with broader global trends where countries seek structured, legal pathways for skilled migration to address
labour market demands.
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