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India-UK Defence Ties Strengthen as CDS Gener al
Anil Chauhan Makes First Official UK Visit

Published On: 22-04-2026

Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan is on athree-day official visit to the United Kingdom. Thisis
the first-ever official UK visit by an Indian CDS.

Why This Visit isImportant:

Thisisthefifth high-level military engagement between India and the UK in 2026, showing that both countries are
increasing defence and strategic cooperation.

Main Discussions:

General Chauhan will meet UK Chief of Defence Staff Admiral Sir Tony Radakin and other senior military and
government officials.

The focus areas include: Cyber security, Intelligence sharing, Defence industry cooperation, Defence co-
production, Joint military exercises, Training and operational collaboration & Defence Industry Focus

He will also meet representatives of the British defence industry to promote joint defence manufacturing and co-
production between India and the UK.
Overall Objective:

The visit aimsto strengthen India-UK defence relations, improve regional and global security, and enhance
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region.
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Why the UK Wants Stronger Defence Tieswith India?

The United Kingdom wants closer defence ties with India because Indiais becoming one of the most important
strategic powers in the world, especially in the Indo-Pacific region.

Main Reasons:
Indo-Pacific Security:

The Indo-Pacific is nhow a major centre of global trade and security competition. The UK wants to maintain stability
in thisregion, and Indiais akey power there.

Countering Global Security Challenges:

Issues like terrorism, cyber threats, maritime security, and growing influence of countries like China make India an
important security partner for the UK.

Defence Industry and Co-production: Indiais one of the world’ s largest defence markets. The UK wants defence
partnerships, joint production, and technology cooperation with Indiainstead of only selling weapons.

Strategic Partnership Beyond Europe: After Brexit, the UK has been trying to strengthen partnerships outside
Europe. Indiaisamajor political, economic, and military partner in this strategy.

Shared Democratic Vaues: Both countries are democracies and support a rules-based international order, which
helps in long-term strategic cooperation.
India—UK Relations So far:

Trade & Investment — The UK is an important trade and investment partner of India; both are working on a Free
Trade Agreement (FTA).

Defence — Joint military exercises, cyber security, intelligence sharing, and defence co-production are increasing.
Education — Many Indian students study in the UK, and universities cooperate in research and innovation.
Globa Cooperation — Both work together in United Nations, G20, and Commonwealth of Nations.

Indo-Pacific Security — The UK sees India as akey strategic partner for regional stability.
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