India’sUNESCO Tentative List Expandsto 78 with
New Cultural Heritage and Transnational Satyagraha
Proposal
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Recent Developments:

e India sUNESCO Tentative List has expanded to 78 properties following the addition of five new cultural
heritage propertiesin July 2026 and the Sites of Satyagraha serial transnational proposal in September 2026.
UNESCO'’s current database records al six additions in 2026.

e Thefive newly added Indian properties are Bagh Cave Paintings, Udaigiri Caves, Group of Temples of
the Chambal Valley, Ginnorgarh Fort, and Rangpur-Sivasagar Historic Ensemble. The Satyagraha
proposal is a separate serial transnational nomination involving India and South Africa.

e Indiacurrently has 45 inscribed World Heritage properties, comprising 37 cultural, 7 natural and 1
mixed property. The latest inscription isthe Ancient Buddhist Site of Sarnath, added in 2026.

Key Features of the Newly Added Properties.

Bagh Cave Paintings, Madhya Pradesh:

e The Bagh Caves are located on the southern slopes of the Vindhyan range along the Baghni River and
represent a group of rock-cut Buddhist caves devel oped during the Gupta period.

e Thesiteissignificant for its mural-painting tradition, which demonstrates artistic and technical links with
the Ajanta Caves, while retaining distinctive regional characteristics.

e The paintings used earth- and lime-based plaster s with mineral pigments, reflecting sophisticated
knowledge of mural preparation and colour application.

e The caves provide evidence of the interaction between Buddhist monastic ar chitecture, painting traditions
and regional cultural landscapes.

Udaigiri Caves, Madhya Pradesh:

e The Udaigiri Caves constitute a Gupta-period rock-cut sacred ensemble developed primarily during the late
4th and early 5th centuries CE under Gupta patronage. UNESCO records 20 excavated caves with
scul ptures, inscriptions, pathways and associated |andscape features.

e Thesiteis particularly important for the early development of Hindsacr ed ar chitectur e, when rock-cut
shrines, iconography, inscriptions and landscape planning were being integrated into a unified religious
Space.

e The celebrated Varaha relief represents Vishnu’ s boar incarnation and connects religious symbolism with
ideas of cosmic restoration and royal authority.

e The caves aso demonstrate the coexistence of Vaishnava, Shaiva and Jain traditions, highlighting the
religious diversity of the Gupta period.

Group of Temples of the Chambal Valley, Madhya Pradesh:
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This seria cultural property comprises the temple complexes of Bateshwar, Padavali and Kakar math in
Morena district.

Dating broadly from the 8th to 11th centuries CE, the monumentsillustrate the evolution of regional temple
architecture under the Gurjara-Pratihara and Kachchhapaghata political traditions.

The complexes represent the Nagar a style of temple ar chitectur e, characterised by shikharas, axial

planning and el aborate sandstone ornamentation.

Their construction techniques and sculptural programmes provide evidence of the development of regional
temple-building traditionsin Central India.

Ginnorgarh Fort, Madhya Pradesh:

Ginnorgarh Fort isafortified tribal capital located within the present-day Ratapani Wildlife Sanctuary
and was associated with the Raj Gond rulers of the Garha Kingdom.

Its strategic location uses steep slopes, ravines and dense vegetation as natural defensive features,
demonstrating landscape-integrated military planning.

Thefort is organised into three hierarchical zones. M or cha, the outer defensive and service area; Amgher a,
the administrative and military-residential zone; and the Inner Royal Cor e, containing palaces and elite
residences.

Its historical water-management system included 65 stepwells and four lakes, demonstrating indigenous
adaptation to aforested and elevated environment.

The site also illustrates cultural interaction between Gond ar chitectural traditions and later Indo-Islamic
influences, visible in features such as engrailed arches and multi-faceted pillars.

Rangpur-Sivasagar Historic Ensemble, Assam:

The Rangpur-Sivasagar Historic Ensemble represents the political, ceremonia and architectural landscape
of the Tai Ahom Kingdom in Assam. UNESCQO listsit under cultural criteria (iii) and (iv).

Rangpur was developed as an Ahom capital in 1704, while Sivasagar subsequently emerged as an important
political and cultural centre.

Ahom architecture evolved from earlier wood-and-bamboo traditions towar ds per manent brick-and-
stone construction, producing distinctive temples, palaces and civic structures.

Major monuments include Rang Ghar, associated with royal entertainment and festivities, and Talatal Ghar
, apalace-citadel with underground levels.

The ensemble also demonstrates advanced hydraulic engineering, including large reservoirs and water-
management systems adapted to the flood-prone Brahmaputra Valley.

The site reflects the Ahom kingdom’ s long political presence in Northeast India and its integration with wider
East and Southeast Asian trade networks.

Sites of Satyagraha: Serial Transnational Proposal:

Scope and Historical Significance:

The Sites of Satyagraha: The Emergence and I nstitutionalization of the Non-Violent Movement is
proposed as aserial transnational property involving India and South Africa

The proposal contains nine components, with two in South Africa and seven in India, tracing the
conceptualisation, experimentation, consolidation and institutionalisation of Satyagraha.

The South African components are Pieter maritzburg Railway Station and Phoenix Settlement, while the
Indian components include the Mahatma Gandhi Satyagraha Smarak at East Champaran, Sabarmati Ashram,
Mani Bhavan, Harijan Sevak Sangh, Sevagram Ashram, Aga Khan Palace and Gandhi Smriti.

Evolution of Satyagraha:
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e Pietermaritzburg Railway Station: Associated with Gandhi’s 1893 eviction from afirst-class railway
compartment and the subsequent development of resistance to racial discrimination.

e Phoenix Settlement: Established in 1904 in South Africa as a community experiment based on truth, non-
violence, communal living and self-reliance.

e Champaran: The Mahatma Gandhi Satyagraha Smarak at East Champaran represents Gandhi’ s fir st
Satyagrahain Indiain 1917.

e Sabarmati Ashram and Mani Bhavan: These sites are associated with the consolidation of mass
mobilisation and major phases of India’ s non-violent freedom movement.

e Harijan Sevak Sangh and Sevagram Ashram: These sites represent the movement’ s expansion into social
reform, rural development, self-reliance and institutional activity.

e Aga Khan Palace and Gandhi Smriti: These sites represent later phases of the freedom movement and
Gandhi’ sfina years, including his detention during the Quit India M ovement and his assassination in 1948.

UNESCO Tentative List: Concept and Significance:

What isa Tentative List?

e A TentativeList isaninventory of cultural and natural properties that a State Party considers to possess
potential Outstanding Universal Value and may nominate for inclusion on the World Heritage List.

e Inclusion on the Tentative List isamandatory prerequisite before UNESCO can examine a World Heritage
nomination.

e UNESCO'’s current guidance states that the Tentative List indicates properties that a country may consider
nominating over the following five to ten years.

Tentative List vs World Heritage List:

e TentativeList: Potential future World Heritage propertiesidentified by the State Party.

e World Heritage List: Properties formally inscribed by the World Heritage Committee after the prescribed
nomination and evaluation process.

e Therefore, inclusion in the Tentative List does not itself confer World Heritage status.

India’s Current UNESCO Position:

e Indiahas 78 properties on its Tentative List as of September 2026.

e Indiahas45 inscribed World Heritage properties, including 37 cultural, 7 natural and 1 mixed property.

e The recent additions broaden India’s tentative heritage portfolio across Buddhist and Gupta heritage, tribal
ar chitecture, temple architecture, Ahom heritage and the history of non-violent resistance.

UPSC Relevance:

GS-l: Indian Heritage and Culture:

Bagh Caves: Gupta-period Buddhist art and mural traditions.

Udaigiri Caves. Early Hindrock-cut architecture and Guptaiconography.

Chambal Temples. Regional development of Nagara temple architecture.

Ginnorgarh: Gond political organisation, fortification and indigenous water management.
Rangpur-Sivasagar: Tai Ahom architecture, state formation and hydraulic engineering.
Sites of Satyagraha: Evolution of Gandhi’ s methods of non-violent resistance.

Prelims Focus:

e Bagh Caves— Madhya Pradesh — Buddhist murals
e Udaigiri Caves— Madhya Pradesh — Gupta period
e Chambal Valley Temples— Morena, Madhya Pradesh
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Ginnorgarh Fort — Ratapani landscape — Raj Gond heritage
Rangpur-Sivasagar — Assam — Tai Ahom heritage

Sites of Satyagraha — India and South Africa— serial transnational property
India’s Tentative List — 78 properties

India’'sWorld Heritage List — 45 properties

Value Addition for UPSC:

Key Conceptual Linkages:

Heritage conservation + federalism: Heritage protection involves the Union, State governments, local
institutions and communities.

Cultural diversity: The new properties represent Buddhist, Hindu, tribal, Ahom and Gandhian heritage
traditions.

I ndigenous knowledge systems. Ginnorgarh’s water management and the Ahom hydraulic systems
demonstrate the role of traditional knowledge in environmental adaptation.

Transnational heritage: The Satyagraha proposal demonstrates how a historical movement can be
represented through geographically separated sites across multiple countries.

World Heritage framework: The sequenceis Tentative List ? nomination ? evaluation by advisory
bodies ? World Heritage Committee consider ation ? inscription, making the Tentative List an important
stage in international heritage governance.
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