Madhav National Park in MP becomes India’ s 58th
Tiger Reserve
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Context

The Centre declared the Madhav National Park in Madhya Pradesh asthe country’s58th tiger reserve on
Sunday, with Union Environment Minister Bhupender Y adav making the announcement.

The newly added tiger reserve is also the ninth from the State to get the recognition.

Located in Shivpuri district in the Chambal region of Madhya Pradesh, the reserve has a population of five
tigers at present, including two cubs born recently.

Three tigers, including two females, were introduced to the Madhav National Park in 2023 as part of the tiger
reintroduction project in the State.
Project Tiger

Project Tiger isaCentrally Sponsored Scheme of the Ministry of Environment and For ests administered by
the National Tiger Conservation Authority.

Thefirst country-widetiger censusin 1972 estimated the population to comprise more than 1,800 individuals,
highlighting a significant reduction in tiger numbers.

Project Tiger was launched in Jim Cor bett National Park of Uttarakhand in 1973, and varioustiger reserves
wer e created in the country based on a‘ core-buffer’ strategy

National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA)

The Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act 2006 created the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA)

Established in December 2005 following the Tiger Task Force recommendations, the NTCA administers Project
Tiger.

Tiger reservesin India are governed by NTCA guidelines, with field directors overseeing administration.

Changesto reserve boundariesrequire NTCA recommendations and the approval of the National Board for
Wildlife, and no state gover nment can de notify a reserve without these approvals.

The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) was established under the Chairmanship of the Minister for
Environment and Forests (MoEFCC)
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Subspecies of Tiger

= The continental
(Panthera tigris tigris)
« The Sunda (Panthera

tigris sondaica)

Countries Where Tiger Population Is Found

* Found only in 13 Tiger Range countries- India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangl:
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam
* As per the latest report by IUCN, tiger has gone extinct in Cambodia

Protection Status Threats

* |UCN Red List: Endangered * Habitat loss
* CITES: Appendix | * Poaching ar
e WPA 1972: Schedule | ¢ Human-Wilc
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