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MARINE NATIONAL PARKS OF INDIA
INTRODUCTION

» Marine National Parks are protected areas y N » These parks extend from the intertidal zone to
declared for the conservation of marine % ¢ deeper marine regions,
ecosystems, rare marine organisms, coral 1 2 et * Ecosystems such as coral reefs, seagrass beds,
reefs, and biodiversity. ! e fiS A mangrove forests, lagoons, and coastal islands
L L S are found here.
LOCATION (IN INDIA) 0 g . » Marine mammals, fishes, turtles, dolphins, sharks,
India currently has 4 Marine National Parks: : /o X corals, 5e|a fcu::dmbersr snd marine birdk ars
1. Gulf of Kutch Marine National Park - Gujarat Arblies i T :
; ; i Bay of Bengal *+ These areas are considered important Marine
2. Gulf of Mannar Marine National Park - Tamil Nadu 9 Biodiversity Hotspots.
3. Mahatma Gandhi Marine National Park - e
? Indian Oc
Andaman & Nicobar lslands . N — OTHER IMPORTANT FACTS
4. Gahirmatha Marine MNational Park - Odisha 1. Gulf of Kutch Marine National Park (Gujarat) [

Length of India's coastline: ~7,516 km

Total National Parks in India: 106 (including
Marine National Parks)

First National Park in India: Hailey National Park
(now Jim Corbett National Park), 1936

¢ Area: 457.92 sq. km.
* Features: Coral reefs, marine turtles, dugongs, dolphins. :

IMPORTANCE OF MARINE NATIONAL PARKS 2. Gulf of Mannar Marine National Park (Tamil Nadu)

# Area: 10,500 sq. km.
* Features: Coral reefs, dugongs, sea grass, sharks,

* Help in the conservation of marine biodiversity,

s Protect rare and endangered species. sea cucumbers. Project Tiger launched in: 1973
» Conserve coral reefs, sea grass, and 3. Mahatma Gandhi Marine Mational Park Project Elephant launched in: 1992
mangrove ecosystems. (Andaman & Nicobar) Biclogical Diversity Act enacted in: 2002

» Support the conservation and sustainable | | @ Area: 2815 sq. km.

Wildife Protection Act enacted in: 1972
R AR | | Features: Coral reels, turtle, sharks,colorfl fishes, A

International Day for Biological Diversity: 22 May

* Help reduce the impacts of climate change. 4, Gahirmatha Marine National Park (Odisha) Wik Bt Dot & e

s Area: 1,682 sq. km.

EBOad3 &8P

= PT rm‘"‘"'_ed”‘ﬂ' ond "f”“ﬁsm‘ | * Features: Oive Ridiey turtes’ major breeding ground.
National Park State Famous For Established Area (sq. km.) Special Feature
w‘d Kaziranga National Park Assam One-horned Rhinoceras 1974 430 UNESCO World Heritage Site
ke Gir National Park Gujarat Asiatic Lion 1965 1,412 Natural habitat of Asiatic Lions
Sundarbans National Park ~ W.Bengal Royal Bengal Tiger, Mangroves 1984 1,330 g Ao
Periyar National Park Kerala Elephants, Nilgiri Tahr 1982 925 Famous for Periyar Lake
Ranthambore National Park ~ Rajasthan Tigers 1980 392 Located near Ranthambore Fort
Kanha National Park M. Pradesh Barasingha 1955 940 Initial Project Tiger reserve
Bandhavgarh National Park M. Pradesh Tigers, White Tigers 1968 716 Highest tiger density
] -i §  Manda Devi National Park Uttarakhand Snow Leopard, Musk Deer 1982 630 UNESCO Waorld Heritage Site

(=) FOR EXAM PURPOSE: * Location, state, area, famous species and special features are important.
Al . T m- o .o a ma .o ar .o " e
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* BOSPORUS STRAIT |

LOCATION, IMPORTANCE AND GEOGRAPHICAL OVERVIEW = ;

9 1. LOCATION [ MAP | A 2. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

-,

* The Bosporus Strait s located in Tlrkiye. iy BLACKSEA * The strait is about 30 km long,
* |t passes through the city of Istanbul. = ~—_ oy / e Its width ranges from 700 meters to 3.7 kilometers.
o |t connects the Black Sea in the north el 5‘/\1—( * |t separates the continents of Europe and Asia,

with the Sea of Marmara in the south. BOSPORUS ha ; * The coastline on both sides is rocky and steep.
ST EUROPE STRAIT _‘ T NIE ::.:?::; :m densely populated cities and

"y LA st ) gl f;:f: ASIA | e It e]xpetiennes a mix of Mediterranean and
+ The region lies near the North Anatolian 3 _ o L LR torvperste clmate

Fault Line, making it seismically active. el e 'I\. || Several natural bays and coastal inlets are

: SEA OF T || present nearby.
! § MARNARA L5 o i * [tis a major center of cultural and economic

-Lf-bﬁ’ DARDANELLES interaction between Europe and Asia.

STRAIT + Length: ~30 km

(& 3. GEOGRAPHICAL & ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES + Width: 700 m - 3.7 km
L' MEDITERRANEAN SEA

| n

[ 4. IMPORTANCE

e {
'- | * One of the world's most important strategic |
o | and maritime routes.

+ The Bosporus Strait has a two-layered water system,
+ On the upper layer, less saline water from the Black Sea

flows southward. - | * Akey passage for Russia, Ukraine and |
s On the lower layer, more saline Mediterranean water other Black Sea countries to the Mediterranean.
flows northward. * Crucial for international trade and l

energy transportation,
Turkiye holds significant geopolitical

* |t has rich marine biodiversity,
+ Dolphins, various fish species and migratory

marine organisms are found here. influence through this strait. [
* The region supports fisheries and marine * Control of the strait is extremely important [
ecosystem balance. during wartime.
= 5. OTHER IMPORTANT STRAITS
| 5. No. Name of Strait . Location | Connects | Importance
[ L Dardanelles Strait | Turkiye | Seaof Marmara to Mediterranean Sea | Main link from the Sea of Marmara to the Mediterranean.
| 2 Gibraltar Strait Between Spain and Morocco | Atlantic Ocean to Mediterranean Sea 4 Connects the Atlantic Ocean 10 the Mediterranean Sea,
[ | Malacca Strait | Between Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapare | Indian Ocean to South China Sea U One of the busiest trade routes in the world.
L 4. | Hormuz Strait | Between Iran and Oman | Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman = Crucial for global oil transpartation. |
LS | BebethondebStak | _ Betwsen Vemenand OfboutiBiives | RedSetoGufolMden | Connects the Red Sea to the Indin Ocean. |
§ 6. INTERESTING FACTS QUICK FACTS 7. EXAM POINTS (UPSC)
» The Bosporus Strait passes through the heart of Istanbul. @ Country : Tirkiye 1. Where is the Bosporus Strait located?
Ci : Istanbul P :
* It has been an important trade route since ancient times. :, L:r ; o 2. Through which city does the Bosporus Strait pass?
ngth i ~30km s 5
Sl e : " A 3. Which two seas are connected by the Basporus Strait?
* Many civilizations, including Roman, Byzantine and &= Width : 700 m-3.7 km :
: Hamg 4, How does the Sea of Marmara connect to the Mediterranean Sea?
Ottoman Empires, controlled this region. & Connects : Black Sea - Sea of Marmara : : :
i SR A 2 Futherlink @ Dardanslies Strait— 5. What is the length and width of the Bosporus Strait?
~ b jatum = ; 1 W then. TR Mediterranean Sea 6. Explain the two-layer water current system of the Bosporus Strait.
.l P’:‘ll's an '"‘me‘t role in regional security and & Type : Matural Strait 7. Why is the Bosporus Strait strategically important?
bt s O Strategic Value : Very High 8. What are the major environmental features of this region?
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