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Context:

The Union Cabinet approved the One Nation One Election Bill, which seeks to hold simultaneous elections for
Lok Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies, and local body elections (Panchayats and municipalities) across India.
The proposal is aimed at streamlining the election process, reducing costs, and enhancing governance efficiency by
minimizing disruptions caused by frequent elections.

Key Features of the One Nation One Election Bill:

Simultaneous Elections: The bill proposes conducting Lok Sabha elections, State Legislative Assemblies
elections, and local body elections on the same day, ensuring a unified electoral process.
Two-Phase Implementation:
Phase 1: Simultaneous elections for Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.
Phase 2: Local body elections, including Panchayats and municipalities, would be held within 100 days of
the general elections.

Historical Context:

The concept of simultaneous elections dates back to 1951-52, and continued through 1962 and 1967.
However, it was discontinued after 1970 due to the premature dissolution of certain state assemblies and the
Lok Sabha, leading to separate elections.
The idea has been revived recently to reduce election-related expenses and improve governance by aligning
the electoral processes.

Advantages of One Nation One Election:

1. Cost Reduction: By eliminating the need for multiple election cycles, this initiative could save significant
money for the government.

2. Long-Term Governance Focus: Politicians could prioritize long-term development goals rather than short-
term electoral promises, improving governance quality.

3. Higher Voter Turnout: With fewer election dates, voter fatigue would be reduced, potentially leading to
higher participation.

4. Level Playing Field: Smaller parties might have a better chance against larger parties due to reduced election
campaign expenses.

5. Efficient Security Deployment: Security forces can be more effectively used during elections as there would
be fewer election cycles to manage.

Disadvantages of One Nation One Election:

1. Synchronization Issues: Coordinating simultaneous elections in a diverse country like India can be
challenging, especially if state assemblies are prematurely dissolved.

2. Constitutional and Federal Concerns: Implementing this bill would require constitutional amendments,
particularly around the duration and timing of the Lok Sabha and state assemblies' terms, which could
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challenge India's federal structure.
3. Voter Confusion: Voters may confuse national and state issues during simultaneous elections, diluting the

focus on regional politics.
4. Impact on Regional Parties: National parties could gain more prominence, possibly overshadowing regional

parties and their state-level concerns.
5. Reduced Accountability: Fixed terms could potentially reduce the scrutiny lawmakers face from frequent

elections, leading to diminished political accountability.

Implementation Challenges:

Constitutional Amendments Needed: Several key articles of the Constitution would require amendments:
Article 83: Regarding the duration and timing for the dissolution of the Lok Sabha.
Article 85: Governing sessions and prorogation of the Parliament.
Article 172: Pertaining to the duration of State Legislatures.
Article 174: Dealing with the sessions and dissolution of State Legislatures.
Overshadowing Regional Issues: Simultaneous elections could lead to national issues dominating,
potentially sidelining regional concerns which are critical to state-level politics.
Logistical Challenges: Organizing elections across such a vast country would require significant resources,
including electronic voting machines (EVMs), trained personnel, and infrastructure to manage the extensive
process.

Conclusion:

The One Nation One Election Bill promises to bring substantial changes to India’s electoral landscape, focusing
on efficiency, cost-cutting, and better governance. However, its implementation faces several hurdles, including
constitutional amendments, potential impacts on regional parties, and challenges in ensuring that the federal
structure is not undermined. These concerns will need to be addressed for the bill to be successfully enacted and
implemented.
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