Passport IsNot Conclusive Proof of Citizenship:
L egal Position Explained
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A recent clarification by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has renewed discussion on the legal status of an
Indian passport. The government stated that a passport is primarily atravel document and not conclusive proof of
Indian citizenship. While passports are generally issued only after verification of nationality and identity, they do
not by themselves establish citizenship if it islegally challenged. Citizenship in Indiais governed by the
Constitution and the Citizenship Act, 1955, and must be determined according to these laws.?

The clarification comes amid debates over citizenship documentation in different legal and administrative contexts.
The government has emphasised that India does not issue a single universal citizenship certificate to al citizens by
birth. Depending on the circumstances, citizenship may be established through documents such as birth records,
citizenship certificates (issued in cases of registration or naturalisation), and other evidence considered under the
Citizenship Act, 1955.

Citizenship in India
Indian citizenship is governed by:
Part Il of the Constitution of India (Articles 5-11)
Citizenship Act, 1955
The Constitution laid down citizenship provisions at the commencement of the Constitution, while the Citizenship
Act, 1955 provides the legal framework for acquiring, determining, and terminating citizenship.
Ways of Acquiring Indian Citizenship
Under the Citizenship Act, 1955, citizenship can be acquired by:
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Birth

Descent

Registration
Naturalisation
Incorporation of Territory

Isa Passport Proof of Citizenship?

L egal Position
A passport is primarily atravel document issued under the Passports Act, 1967.

It facilitates international travel and serves as an important identity document.

However, it is not conclusive legal proof of citizenship if citizenship is questioned before a competent authority or

court.

Difference Between | dentity and Citizenship

I dentity Documents

These establish a person'sidentity but are not conclusive proof of citizenship:
Passport

Aadhaar

Voter ID

PAN Card

Driving Licence

Citizenship Documents

Depending on the case, citizenship may be established through:
Birth certificate (subject to applicable citizenship laws)
Citizenship certificate issued under the Citizenship Act, 1955

Documents accepted by competent authorities during citizenship determination proceedings.

Additional Key Facts
Part Il of the Constitution

Articles 5-11 deal with citizenship at the commencement of the Constitution.
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Parliament has the power to regulate citizenship under Article 11.

Citizenship Act, 1955
The Act providesfor:
Acquisition of citizenship
Renunciation
Termination

Deprivation of citizenship

It has been amended several times, including through the:
Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2003

Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019

Passports Act, 1967
Governstheissue, refusal, impounding and revocation of passports.
Administered by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA).

A passport isissued for international travel, not as a statutory certificate of citizenship.

Over seas Citizen of India (OCI)
OCI cardholders are not Indian citizens.

OCI provides multiple-entry lifelong visa and certain benefits, but does not confer political rights or Indian
citizenship.

India does not permit dual citizenship.

Exam Focus Points (Quick Revision Notes)

Issue in News ? Passport not treated as conclusive proof of citizenship
Governing Law ? Citizenship Act, 1955

Passport Law ? Passports Act, 1967

Consgtitutional Provisions ? Articles 5-11 (Part I1)

Article Empowering Parliament ? Article 11

Citizenship can be acquired by ? Birth, Descent, Registration, Naturalisation, Incorporation of Territory
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Passport issued by ? Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)

OCI Status ? Not Indian citizenship
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