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South Korea says THAAD missile shield ‘not
negotiable’ with China asit's a self-defense tool, to
oper ationalize missile defense base soon
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Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD), formerly Theater High Altitude Area Defense, is an American
anti-ballistic missile defense system designed to shoot down short-, medium-, and intermediate-range ballistic
missilesin their terminal phase (descent or reentry) by intercepting with a hit-to-kill approach.

THAAD was devel oped after the experience of Irag's Scud missile attacks during the Gulf War in 1991.

The THAAD interceptor carries no warhead, but relies on its kinetic energy of impact to destroy the incoming
missile.
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