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Context

The first estimate of Gangetic dolphins, the only riverine dolphins in India, has found 6,327 of them in the Ganga
and its tributaries.

A press report by the Environment Ministry on Monday, World Wildlife Day, said there were 6,324 Ganges river
dolphins, and three Indus river dolphins (a related species).

Gangetic Dolphins

The highest number of dolphins was reported from Uttar Pradesh, followed by Bihar, West Bengal, and Assam.

Ganga River Dolphin (Platanista gangetica) commonly known as Susu is endemic to the Indian sub-continent.

Also known as the Tiger of the Ganga.

It has long thin snout, rounded belly, stocky body, and large flippers.

Its slit similar to a blowhole on top of its head, acting as a nostril.

Females are larger than males and give birth to one calf every two to three years

National Board for Wildlife (NBWL):

It is constituted by the Central Government under Section 5A of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 in 2022.

It replaced the Indian Board for Wildlife, which was formed in 1952.
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It is a 47-member committee, headed by the Prime Minister and the Minister of Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change as vice chairperson.

NBWL is India’s top-level advisory body to the government on matters pertaining to wildlife conservation,
particularly within Protected Areas (PAs).

It is responsible for guiding the government’s decisions on matters related to wildlife conservation and issuing
approvals for projects in PAs.

The WLPA mandates that, without the approval/recommendation of the NBWL, construction of tourist lodges,
alteration of the boundaries of PAs, destruction or diversion of wildlife habitat, and de-notification of Tiger
Reserves cannot be done.
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