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In March 2026, Iran (Tehran) launched two ballistic missiles targeting the joint US–UK military base at Diego
Garcia in the Indian Ocean. However, the attack was unsuccessful, as one missile was intercepted while the other
failed mid-flight.

This marked one of Iran’s longest-range missile attempts (~4,000 km), indicating a significant expansion in its
missile capabilities.

About Diego Garcia

Diego Garcia is a strategically important island base located in the Indian Ocean and jointly operated by the United
States and the United Kingdom.

It serves as a major military logistics and operations hub for missions in West Asia, Africa, and Asia

Supports air and naval operations, including long-range bombers

Plays a key role in monitoring sea lanes and regional security

Strategic Importance of the Base

Acts as a forward operating base for US and UK military operations

Crucial for operations in the Persian Gulf and Indo-Pacific region

Enables rapid deployment of forces and surveillance
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Important for securing global trade routes in the Indian Ocean

Significance of the Missile Attack

Demonstrates Iran’s enhanced long-range missile capability (IRBMs)

Expands the geographical scope of conflict beyond West Asia

Signals a strategic warning to the US and its allies

Raises concerns about global security and escalation risks

Global & Geopolitical Implications

Highlights rising tensions in the ongoing Iran–US–Israel conflict (2026)

Indicates the possibility of wider international involvement

Brings focus to the Indian Ocean as a strategic military theatre

Raises concerns about missile defence systems and preparedness
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